
 1 

 

 

South Shore Cyclery 

4758 South Packard Avenue 

414-831-0211 

http://www.southshorecyclery.com/ 

The interviewees are Scott Wilke (S), co-owner, and Amber 

Vavrusa (A), marketing and public relations. 

 

When did you open South Shore Cyclery? 

S: The store began in 1987 as North Shore Cyclery on Oakland 

Avenue in Milwaukee, started by a previous owner.  He then 

moved the store to South Milwaukee and it became South Shore Cyclery.  In 2002 I came into ownership of the current 

building on Packard Avenue, (the former Cudahy News and Hobby building) using it as a museum for my growing antique 

and vintage bike collection.  We linked operations and the new South Shore opened here in 2005.  

What sales and services do you offer? 

S: The primary operation is to sell new and used bikes and bike parts.  We are franchised to sell Giant bicycles and bicy-

cling accessories.  We also have bicycle repair and service operations by trained mechanics.  We offer trade-in deals as 

well. We are particularly interested in buying well maintained classic, vintage, and bicycle shop quality bicycles.  

 

 

As a part of a continuing effort to promote local business 

here in the City of Cudahy, the Office of the Mayor has be-

gun a new feature called the Cudahy Business of the Month.   

From month-to-month, we will interview a local business own-

er to showcase his or her business.  In-turn, this will help resi-

dents of our community and elsewhere become familiar 

with the many quality, local companies located within our 

borders.  - Mayor John Hohenfeldt 

June Business of the Month 
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The museum aspect of the shop is unique, can you describe that 

part and its background? 

S: I began collecting classic American bikes in 1988, initially fo-

cused on those manufactured between 1933 and the late 1950s. 

The collection progressed and grew to include all eras of bicycling 

history.  We have specimens from the Civil War era to modern 

times. 

 

Part of the shop is dedicated to showcasing the collection.  Peo-

ple can visit my website, www.bicyclecollector.com, for all the 

details.  The history of our building beginning which started as a 

Woolworth’s Department 

Store, is told there too.  
 

Does the store have a 

website for sales? 

S & A: We’re growing our business through e-commerce and our goal for the fore-

seeable future is to grow our online presence.  The sales are managed through e-

bay and linked to our website (www.southshorecyclery.com).  Retail is moving 

well and we even have visitors & shoppers from international IP addresses.  

 
Do you host or sponsor events or organizations? 

A: We host a Wednesday night group bike ride from April to September which de-

parts from the shop at 6 pm.  This ride is geared towards experienced riders pre-

pared to move quickly.  Recently we started a casual ride which will run from 

June to August; open to anyone it’s a great way to link our business with the Mil-

waukee County parks and trails, especially those nearby. 

 

We sponsor the Oak Leaf Discovery Tour Passport. The proceeds go toward fund-

ing way-finding signage, such as new reflective and graffiti resistant signs.  We’re 

also involved with the Park People, a green space advocacy group, as well as 

with the Healthiest Cudahy Coalition, and the South Shore Chamber of Com-

merce. 
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Do you advertise on social media? 

A: We are very active on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreCyclery).  People can find out 

about all the events we’re a part of through that page.  We also advertise on Twitter and Instagram.   

 
Do have other methods of advertisement? 

A: We work with a talented graphic designer and distribute flyers in restaurants, coffee shops and grocery stores.  Our tent 

and bike display can be found at nearby community events like the Brew Town Rumble, Bay View Bash, Bay View Gallery 

Night and many other events.  

What are your hours-of-operation? 

S: Monday through Friday from 11 AM to 8 PM.  Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm.  Sunday from 12 to 5.  

As always, we encourage you to support each and every local business.  I hope that this monthly feature of South Shore 

Cyclery has helped you become more familiar with this local business. 

For information on previously featured businesses visit the City of Cudahy’s website at www.cudahy-wi.gov and click on 

Departments > Economic Development. 


